Prevalence of illicit drug use among prenatal patients and predictive validity of nurses' judgments.
The purposes of this investigation were to: (1) estimate the prevalence of illicit drug use within the prenatal population of a midwestern suburban ambulatory care center; (2) explore the relationship between nurses' judgments of patient illicit drug use and urine toxicology results; and (3) determine if a difference exists between nurses' judgments of illicit drug use by private physicians' patients (PPP) and nurses' judgments of illicit drug use by resident physicians' patients (RPP). For a 16-week period, all new prenatal patients (N = 189) were included in this study; 78 (41%) were in the RPP group and 111 (59%) were in the PPP group. Urine remaining from routine urinalysis was assayed for seven drugs or drug classes. Fourteen (7.5%) subjects tested positive for illicit drugs, 8 (10.3%) in the RPP group, and 6 (5.4%) in the PPP group (chi 2, P greater than .33). Using a Likert-type scale, nurses rated the likelihood of a positive result of each patient's urine test. Nurses' judgments of patient illicit drug use and positive results were related, r = .28. Nurses were more likely (P less than .0001) to suspect residents' patients of illicit drug use than private physicians' patients.